Different additional risk factors for cerebral infarctions associated with the factor V Leiden mutation in a family.
Several cases with cerebral infarctions associated with the factor V Leiden mutation have been reported. However, bearing in mind the large number of asymptomatic individuals with the factor V Leiden mutation, additional risk factors for cerebral infarctions should be considered. In this report, two siblings with cerebral infarctions associated with a combination of heterozygous factor V Leiden mutation and different additional exogenous and endogenous thrombogenic risk factors are described. Respiratory problems in the perinatal period and increased lipoprotein (a) concentrations in the first patient and an episode of gastroenteritis from Shigella infection and persistent high titers of serum anticardiolipin and beta(2)-glycoprotein I antibodies in the second patient were recorded as additional thrombogenic risk factors. Furthermore, both patients were found to be heterozygous for the methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase gene C677T mutation. These findings suggest that even in the same family, different additional thrombogenic risk factors can be present in infants with cerebral infarctions associated with the factor V Leiden mutation. An extensive search of additional circumstantial and genetic thrombogenic risk factors should be useful for prophylaxis and prognosis of these infants with cerebral infarctions associated with the factor V Leiden mutation and of their related family members. To our knowledge, the second patient in this study is the first patient reported to have cerebral infarctions associated with the combination of the factor V Leiden mutation and persistent high titers of serum beta(2)-glycoprotein I antibodies.